Summary of doctora thesis titled: The Byzantine sources of Synaxaristes of
St. Nicodemus the Hagiorites.

Introduction:

«Xvva&aplov» is a book which quotes the lives or narratives for Saints or
other historical events. The term «Xvvafagiov» is derived from the word
«X0vaéic», which refers to Orthodox people who are gathered in churches to
honor a Saint. The book is also known as «XZvva&agiotrc», although it is
called the author of narrative or the editor of the book. An eminent work of
Saint Nicodemus Hagiorites, namely «Zuvafaglomg twv dwdeka HUNVQV
ToU éviavtov», which is being circulated, includes the lives of all Saints over a

year.

«ZuvaEapQlotrg» is an operating and, at the same, literary work. It is
actually an improved version of an ecclesiastical assistant. Saint Nicodemus
intention and persuit was the understanding of «Zvva&a&o» which was read
in the church in a scholarly or ancient greek language, and this was not
understandable. Nicodemus was taken almost 2 years for the completion of
this work, and he mainly used the manuscripts from the monasteries of
Dionysiou, Pantocratoros, Koutloumusiou, and the Protaton, and the printed
Synaxarium of Maximus Margunius' whose the vague language was the

cause for the elaboration of that work.

The first edition of this work took place in 1819 in Venice ( 3 volumes with
the tittle «Xvvalapiotnc twv O6wdexa unvov tov éviavtov IlaAar pév
EAAnviott ovyypapeic vmo Mavpikiov dwakovov tne MeyaAnc ExkAnoiac,
vov 8¢ Oevtepov uetappaocBelc duéowc éx tov EAAnvikov Xeipoypdagov
Zvvalaplotov, «xal ped’ OGonc mAeiotne émpedeiac  davaxaBapOelc,
oopOwBeic, mAatvvOeic, avamAnpwOeic, oapnviobeic, Vnoonuelwoeat
otapopoic xataylaioOceic, xal eic Tpelc TOPovs Olapebeic, VMo TOU &V
povayxoic éAaxiotov Nuxodnuov Ayopeitov...»).. The second edition was
between the years 1842 and 1846 in Konstantinople and was edited by
Stylianos Raftanis. The third edition was in 1863 in Zante, and the fourth one
was in Thessalonika by the publishers namely «Op06dofog KuéAn»

! M. Margunius, Biot dyiwv €k ¢ EAMNVIKAC yAdoonc, ftol €k Twv ouvaéapiwy HETAPPATIEVTES
napa Maéiuou Mapyouviou Entokomou Kudnpwv i¢ kowvnv weédsiav, Venice 1607.



between the years 1981 and 1983, and the reissuance in 2003 (6 volumes). The
fifth edition was in 2005 in Athens («Adpoc» 3 volumes), and finally, the
seventh which is the last edition dated in 2011-2012 in modern greek.

The proposed thesis is going to examine and analyze the following:

Introduction: Zvvalaoia and Xvvalaglotéc.

A. Editions of Synaxarion during the Turkish occupation period and until

Nicodemus Hagiorites.

For instance:

1. Maximos Margounios ( 1549-1602). Scholar from Crete and Bishop of
Cerigo (Kythera).

Work title:

«Biot ayiwv éx tnc éAAnvixne yAwoong, fitor éx twv ovvalapiwv
uetappacevtee napa Malipov Mapyovviov émoxonov KvOnpwv eic

KOWnNv dwpédetav».

First edition: Venice 1607.

2. Agapios Landos ( Scholar and monk from Mount Athos of the 17th

century).
Work title:

A) «BipAiov xadovuevov Ilapadeioog, éx twv Adywv Tov Ociov kal
Ocopopov matpoc Nuwv Zvpewvos TOD UETAPPAOTOV petappacOév, mapa
Ayamiov povayxov tov Kpntoc uetd naonc émupeleiac kat mobov moAdov éx

¢ Twv EAAveov eic v xowvny StdAektov...».

First edition: Venice 1641.



B) «BipAiov kadovuevov ExAoyn, 1jyovv pepitkwv dyiwv Biot ol @patotepol
To0 Metappaotov upetappacOéviec éx e twv EAAnveov eic xownv

OtadAextov, mapa Ayamiov uovaxov...».
First edition: Venice 1643.

O) «BipAoc xarovuévn Kadokaipwn, év 1 eioi yeypauuévor uepixol Biot
aylwv tvaov ol wpatdtepoL Tov kadokatpiov, ano v a Maptiov éwc Talc
votepalc 100 Avyovotov, petappacOévtec éx tnc twv EAApvewv eic v

KONV NUETEPAY OLAAEKTOV TTapd AYamtiov povaxov...»
First edition: Venice 1656.

D) «Neoc Ilapadeiooc: "Htor Aoyor Owrpopor kai fiot aylwv €k TOD
Metappaotov  Xvuewvoc eic v kowny  nuetépav  dtdAextov

petayAwttio0évtec pév mapa Ayamiov povayov tov Kpntoc»

First edition: Venice 1804.

It will be also examined the relations between these works and the work of

S. Nicodemus.

B. An attempt to find the manuscripts which were used by Nicodemus. A

draft survey led us to note that Nicodemus used the following manuscripts:

Monastery of Pantocratoros: Code 85 (paper, September - February) and
Code 88 (paper edition, March - August) of the 16 century).

Monastery of Dionysiou: Code 171 (paper, September - February without
beginning and end ) of the 15% century.

Monastery of Koutloumousiou: Code 141 (paper, February - September)
and Code 142 (paper edition March - August) of the 16 century.

Protaton: Code 52 (paper, September - February) and Code 128
(September 27 - February 28 without beginning and end) of the 14 century.

The manuscripts will be ordered and a further examination will be

conducted in libraries where those are belonged to.



C. Methology used by Nicodemus Hagiorites: Selection of Saints, the
length of Xvva&dowov, idioms of language, synthesis of epigrams, quotes of
older epigrams, use of fatherly speech as a source, use of prior synaxaria
(KwvotavtivountdAews, Symeon Metaphrastis, Maurikius etc.), quotes of

services and other hymnographic contents.

D. The attempts made after Nicodemus Hagiorites’” work for the
preparation of Xvva&dowov (Manuel Gedeon, Sophronios Eustratiadis,
Michael Galanos, Konstantinos Doukakis, Viktor- Matheos Langes, Ioannis
Perantonis, Vasileios Moustakis, Georgios Papadimitropoulos, Hieromonk
Makarios Simonopetritis, Archimandrite Athanasios Siamakis, father

Antonios Bilalis.

E. Conclusions.
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