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ITEPIAHYH

H dwatpipn e€etaletl to yapévo apyaikd £€moc Tov TPMIKOV KVKAOL TTov &ival YvooTo
pe to ovopa Kompra, €6T1dLoviag 610 pOLO 0WTOV TOL £PYOL OGOV OPOPE TNV ETAPN
™G EAMMVIKNG Pubikng mapdadoong pe v Avatoin. H deondlovca Bempia yio v
npoérevon tov Kvmpiowv exov ond tv Kdmpo — moMTioUiKO GuYKeEipevo mov
dlakpivetal yio TV €viovn OAANAETIOPACT] TOL EAANVIKOV OTOYEIOVL HE SLAUPOPOLS
TOMTIGHOVG NG AvVoToAlKNg Mecoyeiov kor g Méong AvatoAns— €pyetor vo
TPOGPEPEL O 1oYLPT AOYIKNY KOl 16TOPIKY BACT Yoo TV OVAALGT] TOV OVOTOAK®OV
EMPPODV TOVL €MKOD OVTOL Tompatos. Me m oepd e, M avdivon ovt) Oa
BonOnoet oty mpoonédact TV cUVOET®OV HVOBOALOYIK®V TAEYUATMV TOL GUVEXOLV TIG
TapadOGES TOL apyaiov kOGHOL. Méco amd T cvykpltiky €E€Taon OpIGUEVMV
YOPOKTNPIGTIKOV GTotyelmv g dynong tov Kompiov (dnwg n Adg fovin Tov om.
I, n Bvoio g Ipryévelng otnv AvAida, Ol HETOUOPOMGELS KOl 1) OIKOYEVELD TNG
Nepéoemg, 0 6ToMoprdc ™S Appoditng K.4.) Kot TV HUBOAOYIKGV TOLS TOPUAANA®Y
OTNV EAMVIKY, OLYVTITIOKY, EBPOIKT|, XETTITIKY, LECOTOTOUIOKT KOl 1VOIKT TApAd0oT
Oa emyelpnOel n avadelEn e onraciog avTod TOL £T0VG 0P’ EVOG MG SILAOD Y1a. TN
UETAO00N aVOTOMK®V HVOOAOYIKOV S1NYNOEDV GTOV EAANVIKO KOGLO KOl 0’ ETEPOV
®¢ TOAVAG TYNS Yo TN SlEPELYNON TNG VITOOECNG OGS TOTIKNG, KUTPLOKNG ETIKNG
napddoons. H mbavomta e ovvdeong tov Kompiwv pe v €mK) Tapddoor g
Konpov Ba pmopovoe mpdypott vo OKOLOAOYNOEL, TOVAUYIGTOV €V UEPEL, TN
(QOLVOUEVIKT] OTOGTOCT] OV SOKPIveEl aVTO TO £€m0¢ OO TOV WOENAICTIKO KOGLO TOV
Ounpov: mopd TNV EUEOVOG OUNPO-KEVIPIKN oOVOESN Kol TPOCEYYIoN TOVS, Ta
Kbrmpio @oiveton mmg mepleiyov por oepd SOyNoe®V UE VIOV OVTL-NPOIKO
YOPOKTNPO, OT®G 1 mpocmomty] povic Tov OOVGGEN TPOKEUEVOL VO ATOPVYEL TN
GLUUETOYN TOL oToV TOAEpo TG Tpolag, n petopeicon tov Ayidién 6e KopiTol Kot
KOTAQOLYY TOV GTNV ALAN Tov Avkopndn 6T XKVPO Yo Tov 1310 6KOTd, M Tap’ OAlyoV
Buoia g lpryévelog and tov Ayapéuvova kot 11 dSoAopovio tov TTahapndn amd tovg
GLVTPOPOLG TOV.
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Tracing the Graeco-Cypriot Myth: The Cypria and the Mythological Tradition of
Greece and the Near East

ABSTRACT

This dissertation focuses on the lost archaic epic known as the Cypria, discussing its
importance in the study of Near Eastern influences on early Greek epic poetry.
Through the comparative analysis of some characteristic narratives of the Cypria
(such as the plan of Zeus to alleviate the overpopulated Earth through the Trojan War;
the near sacrifice of Iphigenia at Aulis; the magical transformations of Nemesis and
the conception of Helen; the dressing scenes of Aphrodite etc) and their mythological
parallels in Greek, Mesopotamian, Hittite, Sanskrit, and Biblical literature, | shall
attempt to demonstrate how this epic poem has served as a channel for the
transmission of Near Eastern mythological motifs in the Greek epic cosmos. As the
study suggests, the dominant hypothesis that the Cypria shall be attributed to a poet
from Cyprus can not only substantiate the poem’s notable eastern influences, but also
explain the apparent ideological distance that seems to separate it from the heroic
world of Homer, as evidenced by a number of anti-heroic narratives in this epic, such
as the feigned madness of Odysseus to avoid taking part to the Trojan expedition, the
transvestitism of Achilles on the island of Skyros for the same purpose, the sacrifice
of Iphigenia by her father at Aulis, and the violent murder of Palamedes by his

comrades.
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