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"The critical reception of the work of Vasilis Vasilikos"'

The proposed dissertation will attempt a study of the critical recruitment of
Vasilis Vassilikos's overall work. Through the presentation and commentary on the
critical texts for each author's work, an attempt will be made to examine the course of
the critical recruitment of his entire creation and the course of his writing. Its
production is extremely diverse and extensive (it has published 120 books - prose,
poetics, essays) and covers a long time: it begins in 1953 and reaches to this day as it
continues to be productive, with the latest deposit the autobiographical Thasos
calendar (2015).Vasilis Vassilikos is the only writer who has made such oppositions
as “Rimbaud” and “Ritsos” of Modern Greek prose’, which leads Nasos Vagenas to
the conclusion that a novelist who is parallel to both diametrically different author's

idiosyncrasies, is certainly a particular literary case®.

His writing is divided into three creative periods: a) 1953 - 1967, b) 1967-
1974, c) 1974 - today. Vassilikos begins as a promising writer. He claims the
Uranium Prize - as a fair new writer - and even to the dictatorship his work is
characterized by a steadily rising course. The appearance of Vassilikos on the literary
stage was an extremely dynamic entry into the field of prose. With Jason's
Interpretation (1953), Victims of Peace (1956), The Trilogy The Leaf. The Well.
T'Angelismus. (1961), Mythology of America (1964) imposed his presence and
contributed significantly to the formation of prose in the 1960s, introducing new
stylistic and thematic elements. In the first phase of its creation, in spite of his young
age, through a combination of modernist and traditional narrative ways, attempts a
peculiar use of a symbolism that carries out mythology of the autobiographical
element without breaking it from reality, as well as an invasion of the imaginary into

the real, and vice versa. For the trilogy he was honored with the Twelve (1961) award.

A special place in his creative process is the novel Z, a fantastic documentary

of a crime (1966), which brings to Greece a new novel, the non-fiction novel whose
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novelist is Truman Capote In cold blood. It is noteworthy that this new genre enriches
this new genre by introducing lyrical sections. Meanwhile, apart from Z, The
mythology of America (written in 1960, published in 1964) and the Out of the Walls
(1966), which marked a change of example in his writing, are also distinguished.
There was a time when, as he confessed, he found himself in a stream, in a context of
persons who had a catalytic influence on the formation of his writing. He is
acquainted with Dimitris Despodidis, who was basically his main guide and initiator
in the field of the left, while there is also a critic who supports him, Dimitris
Raftopoulos. Interestingly, Vassilikos' own view, as expressed in 1983, referring to
that period, is that "no writer can exist without the critic next to him explaining what
he is doing". There was the circle of the Art Inspectorate that highlighted his writing
activity to the general public while at the same time there was a rejection from the
other circle of the Anglo-Hellenic Inspection. It is the time when he decides to live as
an autonomous writer, which means that the choices in terms of the type of literature

he will serve presuppose a specific form, subject and a wide readership.

During the period of the dictatorship, his work is internationally well known.
In 1967 he exited, while two years later Kostas Gavras moved Z to the cinema. His
works are among the Greeks abroad, marking world success. At the same time, the
book translates into many languages and is identical to the anti-dictatorial struggle.
He has limited (and not very positive) criticism in Greece (from December 1966 to
April 1967, when it is forbidden to circulate), much more (and, most of all,
dyethrambian) abroad. At the same time, the author attempted some self-publishing
abroad. An example of the widespread recognition he enjoys is the importance of his
opinion on the French version of a Greek novel: the short text “The box of Aris
Alexandros” (1973) is the suggestion that convinced the French publishing house

Gallimard to publish Alexander's work.

In the early years of the Transition, during the period 1974 - 1978, Vasilis
Vassilikos publishes old and new books. There is a unique writing passion, as he
confesses, perhaps for anything that happened, for example, a murder in Crete (eg, the
American Death). On his return he tries to reconnect with the Greek reality, but
criticism does not treat his writing work with the same interest as his first works. In
fact, he had expressed a personal complaint, had died before 1967. The critical

recruitment from 1974 onwards was not the one that should, as was the case, for



example, with the trilogy. The Leaf. The Well. T'Angelismus. (1961) and Z (1966). In
a later praise tribute to Karantonis (1986) he admits that "the role of criticism has
always been to question the creator ... to open windows to his own text. And the
writer or poet needs his critic, as the cloth to become a garment must be supported. *"
In the mid-1980s, he felt the need for a new division of his work, in his attempt to
solve a personal difficulty, to interpret his own writing activity, since, as he
confessed, “"there is no critical assessment, any text that would guide him to

understand what he has done,* "

a critique that would take on the burden of putting his
work on. In 1992, he reportedly states that while he had written twelve books during
his exile, no relevant book was written, confessing that he feels he has been wronged

by criticism®.

A decisive role from the post-conflict and then the novel Glafkos Thrasakis
plays, as he constantly interferes with and removes the work of criticism, an attitude
that may be the reflection of a particular personal struggle. Written cumulatively from
the early 1970s to 2017 (the publication of a new, definitive form), merging all the
elements of Vasiliko's writing problem, and being a self-esteem- a commentary on his
own literary work - is characterized by the same self-reflection.

The research work will have a tripartite structure following the triple division
of the writer's author's creation. The works will be chronologically chronologically
followed by the writer's life style and highlighting the writing process. Each of the
three parts will include three sections: a) a summary of each project with basic
introductory comments; b) a list of critical texts related to the specific project; 2.
comment of his recruitment criticism, ¢) in conclusion, conclusions will be drawn
about the narrative presence of the author in the particular writing period. It should be
noted that the critical reception of each project is found either through extensive book

reviews or shorter critical texts and is not completed at the publishing period, but
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there is also a subsequent recruitment of the work and, in addition, there is also

academic criticism.

The recruitment theory will be the basic methodological tool for the scientific
research of this project as it is the key to understanding the theoretical reflection and
influence of the author. Through it we are confronted with the question of Example
and the way that determines the accepted methods by which critics approach literary
literature and accepted literary rule. Through the recruitment theory, there is a call for
a literary critique of social orientation. In addition, according to the "horizon of
expectations", each society, every reader recruits the work according to his own
experiences. The basic axes will be Jauss' theoretical positions (introduces the notion
of the "expectation horizon™), Holub (who attempts an extensive theoretical analysis
of the recruitment theory by highlighting its precursors and its effects while at the
same time quoting an analytical presentation of its major theorists), Iser (highlights
the way the reader decodes the meaning of the text), Fish (like Iser supports a

"mediated"” nature of every perception).

Vassilikos and Kazantzakis are the most translated and read abroad Modern
Greek writers. Even Zorbas and Z are the only Modern Greek works included in 2009

in a list of the British newspaper The Guardian with the "1000 books to read".
(first independent versions)

Workshop Vasilis Vasilikos

I. Prose writing

Baociing Baocwkodg, H omjynon tov laoova, Oecoarovikn 1953.
Booiing Bacwukog, Oduara sipnvyg, Abnva, 1956.

Baociing Baoilkog, To pdilo, AbBnva, 1961.

Baciing Bacwkog, To mnyaor, AGmva 1961.

Booiing Bacwaxog, T ayyéliooua, AOMva 1961.

Baoiing Bacuuxocg, H uvboloyio tns Auepixng, Eotia, ABnva 1964.



Baoiing Bacuukog, Or pwrtoypopics, Eotia, AOnva 1964.

Baoiing Bacilikog, Z. @avraotixo viokvuavraip evog eykinquatog, Ogpého, Adnva

1966.

Baoiing Bacilkde, 2e yvawpilow oo v koyn, Aovdivo, 8 Y2, 1971 (ko cuvonTik

ékdoon pe titho Aovvik II. Abnva, [TAeldg, 1974).

Baoiing Bacuuxoc, O uovapyns (Evppazeio aydrn pov! ), Adnva, [TAeidg, 1974.
Baoiing Baoilkdg, To waporodpero, Aovoivo, 8 72, 1970.

Baoiing Bacuukocg, H doloktovia, Aovodivo, 8 Vs, 1971.

Baoiing Baocilkog, 20: 20°, Iapiot, 8 72, 1971.

Baoiing Baoiukog, To puayvyopwvo, Mayenne, 8 2, 1971.

Baoiing Bacikdg, Metwrnaoev gig ayvawarov diedBovarv, Aovdivo, 82, 1971.
Baociing Baocilkéde, O mhavidiog mlooié, Aovdivo, 82, 1971.

Baoiing Baociukog, @ipro-pipto, Poun, 8 Y2, 1972.

Baociing Baocilkée, To uayvyropwvo dvo, Poun, 8 V2, 1972.

Boaoiing Baocwukog, Kagpeveio Euykpéx (O ayiog Kiovoiog) - Acxéupfpns 67 - Mang
68, Poun, 8 72, 1972.

Baoiing Bacuukog, To moptpéto evog aywviory. Nikog Zouméing, 8 Y2, Poun 1973.
Baoiing Baocuukoc, I'ladkos Opacoxng A’, [Theldg, ABnva 1974.

Booiing Baocwukog, H kabodog, Abnva, [Theldg, 1974.

Baoiing Baocuukocg, Avouvyoeis aro tov Xeipawva, Eotia, AOnva 1974.

Baociing Baoilkog, I'Aadrxog Opacdxng, H emapopn B, ABnva, [TAewdg, 1975.

Baociing Bacwikdc, [1adkos Opacikns, Mmeplivep Avoourl, I, ABnva, TTieidg,
1975.



Booiing Bacwikodg, IAadkos Opoaocarns (cvykevipotikn £kdoon), ABnva, [TAeldg,
1975 (ko1 og aventuyuévn ékdoon Adnva, 1990).

Baoiing Bacuuxog, O watpodikaotns, AbMva, Epung, 1976.
Baoiing Baciukog, To kalokaipt tov Epwtoxpitov, Tkapog, AGva 1976.
Baoiing Bacwukoc, Ta oo, Aadiic, AOnva 1976.

Boaoiing Baocikog, Averidoty emiotoln atov Alélaviopo Tlavayoiin, Kaotovidng,

Abnva 1977.

Baoiing Baocuukog, O avlpwrog ue to aoero, Kaostavintng, Adnva 1977.
Baosiing Bacilkdg, O Oavarog tov Auepixavoo, Abnva, ITAeidg, 1977.

Baosiing Baocwkodg, Mia 1otopia ayarnng, Ectio ABnva 1977.

Baoiing Bacilkodg, Kpoor - ElLag, amalnong, Adnva 1977.

Baociing Baocilkde, To vepo (To Hiov s Kw) , ErevBepovdaxng, Adnva 1977.

Baociing Bacwkog, Or peunéteg kou dria omynuara, XuwtéAng, Adnva 1977 (kot og
teMKn popon pe titho To mapofav, Awpikoc, ABnvao 1982).

Baoiing Baocuuxog, Zapé kar Mapl, Aadiac, AOnmva 1977.

Baoiing Bacuukog, Tpoyalies, Aadidg, Abnva 1977.

Boaoiing Bacihikog, H (i wov oAy (Ztéliog Kalaviliong), @iamndtng, Abnva 1978.
Baoiing Bacuuxoc, Ta kaudxia, Kdxtog, AGnva 1978.

Baoiing Bacuukoc, To Aiuave e aywviog, A.APavng-Néa Zovopa, AGnva 1978.
Baoiing Bacuukog, To fpoyioir, @imndtng, AOnva 1979.

Baociing Bacikog, Foco d’amor, Kdaktog, A6nva 1979.

Baociing Bacilkodg, To televtaio aviio, Dilmndtng, Adva 1979.

Baociing Bacilkodg, O mpouepos unvog Avyoverog, dunndg, Adqva 1979.

Baociing Baocilkodg, Avroktovia ue epwtnuotico, Aopikdc, Abnvo 1981.



Baoiing Baocwukog, O Awtopadyor, Ampucog, AGva 1981.

Baoiing Bacwuxoc, Ta yoala urovtia, Awpikdg, ABnva 1981.

Baoiing Baocwukog, To elikonrepo, Awpikdg, Adnva 1985.

Baociing Bacikodg, H dompn aprovda, I'vooon, Adnva 1987.

Baociing Bacilkog, To apparo, I'voon, AGnva 1987.

Boaociing Bacilkodg, Mayia, Néo Zovopa, AGva 1993.

Boaoiing Bacilikog, Evyevia (to mpwro ypagpto), Ta Tpoudkia, @eccorovikn 1994,

Baociing Baciikog, O tpouepog unvag Avyovarog, Néa Zovopa-A.A. APy, Adva
1995.

Baoiing Baocwkode, H atéleiwty emarodn, Néa Xovopa-A.A. Apdvn, ABnva 1995.
Baociing Bacilkog, Yadpyoovv oveipa. Abva, Néa Xovopa-A.A. APy, 1995.
Baociing Baocilikode, Ta ppdyova tov éEpwra, Néa Xhvopa-A.A. ABdvn, ABnva 1996.
Baoiing Baocikodg, AieOnudrwv vouiouara, Néa Zovopa, AbBnva 1997.

Booiing Bacikog, dev uetaviove yio ta ddxpoo mov Eyvoa. yio oéva, Néo Zovopa-

A.A. ABévn, ABnva 1996.

Boaoiing Baocwikde, Kapeveio Euryxpéx: Ymobéoeis Ilat - Ilam., Néo covopa-A.A.
ABévn, Abnva 1998.

Baoiing Bacuuxoc, Ta owpa e ayorng, Néa Xovopa-A.A. APavn, AOnva 1998.

Baoiing Baowukog, O Evpwméos kor n wpaio to0 0repmépoay. ZovoicOnUoTiKo

odowopikd, Néa Zuvopa-A. A. Adavn, AOnva 1999.
Baoiing Bacuukog, Ead ki ey, Néa Xovopa-A.A. Adavn, Advva 2000.

Baoiing Baocikog, Iapior — Kopvoairog. Evo mold ue 29 wouudtio, Exdotikdg
Oikog A. A. Aiavn, Abnva 2002.

Baoiing Baocwukog, Eyxinuoa oty Komeyyayn, Exdotikdg Oikog A. A. ABdvn,
Abnva 2004.



Boaoiing Baocwukog, K. @avraotixo viokiuoviép evog okoavoalov, Eumepio Exdotikn,

ABfiva, 204.

Boaoiing Bacikog, Or wpaior Qpeoi. To koviyr tov Onoavpod, EMAnvikd I'paupara,
Abnva 2005.

Booiing Boaocwukdc, Mabnuo avorouiog. 1965-1978: Aoenynuoata, EAnvikd
Ipéppota, A6Mva 2007.

Baociing Bacwiikog, O Bayyos arn’ 1o @apaoala eyive apyrykaykorep, Tomog, ABnva
2007.

Booilng Baowkog, Poste Restante, 1967-1974, empéleln oepds:  Apng
Mopaykdémovrog, EAAnvikd I'pappota, Adnva 2007.

Baoiing Bactkog, Ntifa. To ypoviko pag popropios mov dev ypaptnke, HAéktpa,
AbBnva 2008.

Baoiing Baotlkog, Tpeig yovaires, Aykopa, AOnva 2009.
Baoiing Baocilkodg, Avariovg, Biphonwieio H ®6log, ABnva 2009.

Boaociing Bacwukdc, Epwg avikate udyav. Entd vovféleg tov auwmviov épwra,

Xoyypovor Opilovteg, AGMva 2012.
Boaoiing Bacwukog, Ovap nuepopavrov, Exdooeig 1. Z1dépng, Adnva 2012.

Boowukdoc Baoiing, 8 1/2 : mpdles. uvbomiacics, vroxovuévra, empérein Koot 6.

Koipdmovrog, Exddoeig [Maralnon, Abnva 2012.

II. Poetry

Booiing Bacwukog, Adko — Zovii, 8 2, Aovdivo 1969.
Boaoiing Bacilikog, Bella Ciao, 8 ¥4, Aovdivo 1970.
Baoiing Baotkog, O Axiopyog, 8 72, Aovdivo 1970.

Baoiing Bacuukocg, Hiie pov, Aptolépén pov, 8 Vs, Tapiot 1971.



Baoiing Baocwukodg, Lovavryon pe tov Hiro, 82, Aovdivo 1972.
I1I. Theater

Boociing Boaocwikde, [laoya orovs [apyaiiavovg, mpdhoyoc ITlavieAn Tpwyddn.,
Kovpocg, Movtpead 1969.

Baoiing Baociukog, To Aayeio, 8 2, Mayenne 1971.

Booiing Bacwikog, H Aikny twv EE (amd to. GTEVOYPAPNUEVE TPOKTIKA). Oeatpikod

€pyo o€ 0Vo TTPAEELS, LW Evay TpOAOYO K Evay emihoyo, Awddvn, Abnva 1973.

Baoiing Bacilkog, O aroororog Tlaviog oty pviaxn twv Didinrwv, [Theidg, Adnva
1974.

Baoiing Baoilkog, O yopoioryg, ITherdg, Abva 1975.
IV. Articles- Chronographs - Researches
Baoiing Baoctlkdg, Extog twv terywv, Ogpélo, ABnva 1966.

Baciing Bacthkdg, Yrobikes Homadomoviov-Ilarraxod 21/4/67 - 2114168, "Evooig

tov gv [lopioiorg EAMvov Znovdactdv, Aovdivo 1968.

Baciing Bacwukdg, Méoa oty viyra tg acpaleiag, 8 Vs, Lund (Zoundiog)1969.
Booiing Bacwukog, To Aayeio, ITheds, ABmva 1974.

Baociing Baocikodg, Eikooimevraetia, [lonalnong, ABnva 1976.

Baoiing Bactlkodg, Kal’ 0oov, Aadidg, ABva 1977.

Baoiing Baocuuxog, Ioptpaizo, Eotia, AGMva 1976.

Baoiing Baocuukoc, Xpovo-ypapnuoro, Mrapurnovvakng, @coocalovikn 1982.

Baoiing Bacuukog, Ev nmoet, ewovoypaenon: A. @aciavot, Exdotikdg Oikog A. A.

ABavn, Abnva 2001.
Baoiing Bacuukog, 290 rpoowmo, EAnvica I'pappata, Adnva 2006.

V. Autobiographical texts



Baoiing Bacuukog, To nuepoioyro tov Z, ABva, Kédpocg, 1974.
Baoiing Bacuuxoc, To ypauuo. s oyarnns, AOMva, Guamndtng, 1979.

Booilng Baocwukodg, Téooepic mpocovaroriouéves moleic (Bapoofio-Bovoaméorn-

Ipdya-Mooya), Diamndtg, Adrva 1981.

Booiing Boaocwikde, H uviun emompéper ue Aloaotiyévia méoilo, Avtofroypagia,
Exdotikog Oikog A. A. Advn, AOnva 1999.

Booiing Baoilikog, Or yares e Rue d’ Hauteville. ITopiovo nuepoidyio, Exddoelg
[Matdxn, A6nva 2010.

Baoiing Baocwukodg, Mvijun omé pueiavi, Aomtpa, ABnva 2011.

Baoiing Baciukoc, Huepoldyio Odoov, Gutenberg - Tidpyoc & Kootag Aapdavag,
Abnva 2015.
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4.

Evpuriong F'apavtovdne, « ExknAnén, ancdbnon, andia, opyn. Me éva apnynuo Spopov
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1984.
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AMEENG Zpag, «Baciing Baoctkogy, H uetamoieuixy weoypopia - ATo tov moiguo
700 40 w¢ ™ dikroTopio tov 67, tO. B', Ekdocelg TokoAn, Adnva 1988, c. 342-363.
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Tipog MaAdvog, « H kpttikn tov edAnvikod Bipiiov. Baciin Bacidikov, “H dumynon
tov lacova”», H Kabnuspivij, 5 Moiov 1954, c. 4.
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1980, c. 95-97.

K. Myoand [My. T'. Mepaxing], «To Pipiio. TleCoypapio. Baciln Baciiikov, Z,
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Kvpudkog Nrtehdmovroc, Biflioypagpio Booiin Baoilikov. Ta pifiio tov koi o1
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1995), . 90-95.
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