This dissertation aims at analyzing the functionality of the textual and rhetorical status of self-referentiality in the critical and poetic texts of Yannis Ritsos and the ways through which the construction of his poetic ideology takes place. We will read the texts through an historical and philological approach. From the beginning of his artistic trajectory, Ritsos engaged in the ideological and political battle and was characterized as a politically committed poet. He thus wrote many critical self-referential texts that sought to defend certain aesthetic choices, and also his political engagement within his poetic work. He also produced many “poems of poetics”, which refer directly to the thematics of poetic discourse and the peculiar characteristics of the poetic language code. The first part of the dissertation will undertake a systematic theoretical analysis of the concepts of self-referentiality and intellectual commitment. Furthermore, we will try to explore the ways in which these two key-concepts are depicted in the poetic and critical texts of the greek poet. The second part will include the study of the poet’s conscious awareness of political commitment through poetic practice, and his perception of it as part of a distinctive personal Aestheticism –a perception that is vital for the overall interpretation of his poetic ideology. Methodologically, except from the close textual analysis, the dissertation will engage with archival research, making use of master documents from the poet’s literary archive that have been detected in public and private collections. The tremendous range of thematics and forms of Ritsos’ poetry usually obscures the possibility of locating a certain “poetic centre” in his production. Nonetheless, through the analytical deployment of the concept of self-referentiality, it is possible to identify the presence of an inconspicuous poetic theory within his work, which characterizes his production as a whole.

