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Thesis overview

The dissertation will explore the relation between the question on literariness' and print
culture? in Modern Greece, in the period between the late 19" century and the first post-war
years. More precisely, the study will focus on the ways that aspects of the print culture are
linked with the definition of major literary identities, such as work and author, as well as on the
intense relations between institutions, publishers, critics and the public within the literary field®.
In order to approach this subject, we chose the case of the writings of Michel Mitsakis, that
have been published and circulated throughout the period of our interest. The publishing history
of his writings will be presented in three distinct phases: (1) publication of Mitsakis” writings in
the press of his days, while he was still alive, (2) posthumous editions of his “work”, (3) edition

and circulation of the writings of his period of madness.

" In line with the critical schools of New Historicism and New Bibliography, we consider that all texts,
including literary or texts or texts of criticism, are historically and socially conditioned. In this study, the
question what is literary? will be approached in relation with the historical and material conditions under
which literature is produced and perceived, while we will trace aspects of the history of Modern Greek
Literature, as an institution.

®Print culture is defined as follows by Carla Hesse in her study «Books in time»: “the stabilization of
written culture into a canon of authored texts, the notion of the author as creator, the book as property
and the reader as an elective public” (oto Nunberg Geoffrey (ed.), The future of the book, University of
California Press, 1996, p.21. Carla Hesse would however become the first to replace the term with the
more adapt circuit du livre coined by Roger Chartier. Hesse translates the terms in English as the
civilization of the book or simly the modern literary system.
* As defined by Pierre Bourdieu in his famous work The rules of art. Genesis and structure of the literary
field. Stanford University Press, 1996. The bourdieuan concept will be applied on the case of Modern
Greek literature of the late 19™ century.
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The texts by Mitsakis that will be referred to include writings beyond the traditional
notion of the literary: letters, journalistic reports, personal notes, scribbles. None of the texts by
Mitsakis circulated in the form of a book during his lifetime, because their literariness was
considered as problematic for the Modern Greek literary canon of the later 19" century. The
thesis aspires to demonstrate that the publication (or not) of texts and the specific editorial
practices are actually theory in action, a critical gesture that defines the inside and the outside of

literature and forms the canon.

Methodological context

The study follows the thread of critical thought exploring the relationship between literature
and print, exactly at the moment when the terms of this relationship undergo a major shift.
Considering that the Greek bibliography of theory and criticism is deficient in works attempting
a theoretical reflection on print culture and how it has been crucial in forming the modern
notion of literariness, especially after the 19" century, this dissertation will adopt both a
historical and a theoretical stance.

Methodological tools of New Historicism and textual criticism, as represented by Jerome
McGann will be used, while we will also consider theoretical works on textual materiality as the
ones proposed by Katherine Hayles and Johanna Drucker. An interdisciplinary approach is
necessary in order to tackle the issues brought up by the thesis: the Intellectual Socio-cultural
History of Roger Charier and Hayden White, as well Bourdieu’s sociology will be a constant
reference. While adopting this approach, we will also apply the practices of (traditional) post-
structural criticism, namely those of Derrida and Foucault, when emphasizing the theoretical

implications of book history.

Proposed structure

1. The first chapter will be dedicated to texts by Mitsakis published in periodicals and
newspapers during his lifetime. Most importantly, we will refer to (1) texts of criticism
on his works published by his contemporaries , (2) Mitsakis’s letters and notes where he
positions himself vis-a-vis the representatives of the literary canon, while revealing his
complex relationship (of acceptance/ denial) with book as an agent of institutionalized
literature.



2. The second chapter will comment the two posthumous editions of Mitsakis writings by
Tagkopoulos (1922) and Peranthis (1953) and the overall endeavor to construct a
Mitsakean Work, corresponding to the rules of the Modern Greek national literature.

3. The third chapter will be dedicated with the publication (1956) in French of the writings
and notes of Mitsakis written during his madness. This publication by psychiatrist
Aggelos Caracalos is a critical gesture that questions the contours of literariness; the
theoretical implications of this gesture will be studied throughout this chapter.



Bibliogrpahy

Works by Mitsakis

Qirodoyika Epya. TaKTOMOINUEVA Kol QPOVTIOUEVA amo Tov Anu.ll.Taykomoudov A’.
ABnva, Tumog, 1920.

Qulodoyika epya- Taktomolnueva kat @povtioueve amd tov Anu.fl.TaykomouvAov B’
ABrva, ABnvaiko BipAtonwAeiov Maviapn kat Xiag, 1922,

Caracalos Anghelos (emy.), Euvres inédites de Michel Mitsakis. Athénes, 1957. 1.
NepavOnMuy. (emip.), MiyanA Mntoakng, To Epyo tou. ABrva, Eotia, 1956.
MNeloypapnuata. ABrva, Nedehn, 1988.

Apnynuata kot TaélSlwTikeéG eviunwoelg. ABrva, 16pupa Kwota kot EAévng Oupadvn,
2006.

Kpttika keiueva, emiotoAég, moinon. ABrva, 16pupa Kwota kat EAévng Oupavn, 2007.

On Mitsakis

AnpnpoUANng Anunteng, «Mntodkng evavtiov NMalapa», KaBoupndov kat mopadpouws.
ABnva, Ekdooelg Tomog, 2013, 0eA.175-183.

Kapakahog Ayyelog, «Avalntwvtag tov MuanA Mntodkn (1863-1916)», H Agén 90,
12/1989, 0.990-998.

KatoipmaAng K.T., «H avékbotn ceAiba Tou Mntoakn», Néa Eotia 1Z', 1/1/1935, ap.193,
0.44.

KatoipmaAng K. ., BiBAoypapia MiyanA Mntodakn. ABrva, Tum. Itepyuddn, 1942.
KatolpmaAng K. ., BiBAwoypapika ovumAnpwuata l.Mpurtapn - M.Mntoakn - K.Ogotokn
- K.KaBaepn. ABnva, Tum. Itepyladn, 1944,

Xat{omoulog Oavdong, «To Oplo ToNTKAG cwdpoolvne (Ue adoppn TIC TTPWLUES
UTIEPPEAALOTIKEG SOKIUEG Tou Tieloypddou MuyanA Mntodkn», H Aéén 90, 12/1989,
0.1005-1009.


http://www.biblionet.gr/book/131540/%CE%9C%CE%B7%CF%84%CF%83%CE%AC%CE%BA%CE%B7%CF%82,_%CE%9C%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%AE%CE%BB,_1863-1916/%CE%91%CF%86%CE%B7%CE%B3%CE%AE%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1_%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9_%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BE%CE%B9%CE%B4%CE%B9%CF%89%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AD%CF%82_%CE%B5%CE%BD%CF%84%CF%85%CF%80%CF%8E%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%82

Theoretical works and works on the history of the print culture

ExSotika mpoBAnuata kot omopieg: Oswpia kot mpaktiky. MpakTKA cuvedpiou otn
pvnun tou .M. 2aBpidn, 15-17 louviou 2000, 2002.

Aram Veeser H. (ed.), The New Historicism, Routledge, 1989.

Blanchot Maurice, Le livre a venir, Gallimard, 1959.

Bennett Tony, Outside literature, Routledge, 1990.

Bourdieu Pierre, Ot Kavoveg tn¢ Téxvng. MEveaon kat Soun tou Aoyoteyvikou rtediou, €kb.
Matakn, 2006.

Fraln Edn (emp.), Atavontikn lotopia. OYeig pag ocuyxpovne culntnong, Mviuwv, 1996.
Chartier Roger, L’Ordre des livres. Lecteurs, auteurs, bibliothéques en Europe entre XIV¢
et XVIIE siécle. Aix-en-Provence, Alinéa, 1992.

------------------ , Pratiques de la lecture (direction). Paris, Payot, 1993.

—————————————————— . Histoire de la lecture dans le monde occidental. Paris, Editions du Seuil,
2001.

Couzens Hoy David, The critical circle. Literature, History and philosophical
hermeneutics, The University of California Press, 1982.

Derrida Jacques, Mal d'Archive: Une Impression Freudienne. Paris,Galilée, 1995.
----------------- , Papier Machine. Paris, Galilée, 2001.

Anpapadc, K. ©., lotopia NG veoeAAnvikh¢ Aoyoteyviag, Amo TIC MTPWTEG PIleEC WG TV
emoxn uac. Abnva, lkapog, 1985.

Eisenstein Elizabeth L., The printing revolution in early modern Europe, 2™ ed.,
Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Farge Arlette, H yeUon tou apysiou, Nedb£An, 2004.

Gumbrecht Hans Ulrich, The Powers of Philology: Dynamics of Textual Scholarship,
University of lllinois Press, 2003.

Hay Louis, La littérature des écrivains. Questions de critique génétique, José Corti, 2002.
Hayles Katherine, Jessica Pressman (ed.), Comparative textual media. Transforming the
humanities in the postprint era, University of Minnesota Press, 2013.

Hayles Katherine N., Writing Machines, The MIT Press, 2002.

Hirsch E. D., Validity in interpretation, Yale University Press, 1967.

Kittler Friedrich A., Discourse networks 1800/1900, Stanford University Press, 1990.

Lafont Robert (ed), L’anthropologie de I’écriture, Centre Georges Pompidou, 1984.



Maotpodnunteng, M. A., Elcaywyn otn NeoeAAnvikr OGuloloyia. ABrva, Adpog. 1996.
McKenzie D. F., Bibliography and the Sociology of texts, Cambridge University Press,
1999.

McGann Jerome (ed.), Textual criticism and literary interpretation, The University of
Chicago Press, 1983.

--------------------- (ed.), Historical studies and literary criticism, The University of

Wisconsin Press, 1985.

, Social values and poetic acts. The historical judgment of literary work.
Harvard University Press, 1988.

--------------------- , The textual condition, Princeton University Press, 1991.

-------------------- , Radiant Textuality: Literary Studies after the World Wide Web, Palgrave,
2001.

Nunberg Geoffrey (emup.), The future of the book. New York, University of California
Press, 1996.

MoAitng Aivog, lotopia tn¢ NeoeAAnvikric Aoyoteyviac (ex8. 14"). Mopdpwtikd 18pupa
EBvikic Tpamélng, ABrva, 2004.

Ricoeur Paul, Du texte a I'action. Essais d'herméneutique Il, Le Seuil, 1986.

White Hayden, The fiction of narrative. Essays on history, literature and theory 1957-
2007, The John Hopkins University Press, 2010.



