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NEPINHWH

H nepiodog tou MeoomoAépou (1923-1940) Bewpeltal wG HLa amod TIG TTAEOV ONUOVTIKEG
neplodoug TNG veodtepng eANVIKAG Lotoplag Kot Aoyotexviag. MapdAAnAa, Eexwploto
evéladépov mapouotalel n pHeAETN Tou poAou mou Sadpapdtioe To Metalkd KaBeoTwg
(1936-1941) tng 4ng AuyouoTtou. I’ QUTAV TNV TO000 aoctabn Kal Kplowun mepiodo, ival
e€alpeTikad evOLadEPOV va LEAETHCOUUE TNV avAITUEn LOEOAOYLKWY KAl aLoBNTIKWY TACEWV,
OMWC ETIONG va TTaPaKOAOUBNCOUE TNV TPOCTIADEL EAEYXOU TNG MVEUATIKAG WG KL TWV
EKTPOOWTWVY TNE otnVv EAAGSa, amnod tov lwavvn Metaéd kat tnv KuBépvnor tou.

H 4n Avuyolotou nAtav éva KOBEOTWC QUTOPXLKO, OVTIKOWOBOUAEUTIKO Kol
avTIONUOKPATLKO, TO omolo Stamveodtav ano o pacilovoa tdeoloyia Kal Tou o€ TeEAeuTaia
avaAuon Asltoupyolos €Ew KoL TapA OTMOLASATOTE VOULK pUBuLwon. Evw ouykévipwve
KATIOLOL XOPOKTNPLOTIKA PaCLoTIKWY KOBEOTWTWY (EOVIKIONO, avTlHapElopo, auTapxLouo,
ooTtuvopoKkpatia, apxnylkod kabeotwg, KpOTIOHO, ouvdeon pe To €vdofo mapeABov), To
HETAEIKO KaBeotwg 6ev PaOlOTNKE OE KAMOLO OPYAVWHEVO TIOALTLKO KOUMO KoL Oev
KATOpBwoe va yivel amoAuto oAOKANPWTIKO, KUPLWG AOYWw TOU £ELOOPPOTINTIKOU POAOU TOU
BaoAld. Yriinp&e Oa Aéyape, v TEAEL, ATOTEAECUA TWV ECWTEPLKWVY TIOALTIKWY CUYKUPLWV Kall
TWV MOALTIKWY TWV AVAKTOPWV Kal OXL armoppoLa KAolou pallkol ¢paotloTikol KIVALOTOC.

To diktatopkd kabeotwg tnG 4n¢ Auyouotou mpoomabnoe Ue Tnv Aoyokploia va
eTUPBAANAEL Eva SUVALKO EAeyX0 oTNV TVEUOTIKA {wn TOU TOmou, emnpealovtag £T0L WC Eva
BaBuo TNV MveupaTiKA Kol KOAALTEXVIKH Snuioupyia. BaolKOC o0TOXOG TNG TOALTIOTLIKAG

TOALTIKN G Tou Metaéd ntav n dnuoupyia tou nepipnuou Tpitou EAAnvikoU MoAttiopou. O



TIOALTIOMOC QUTOG, Tou To KaBeotwg emayyeAAotav, nAtav Pabutata eowotpednc:
ouviotolog, dnAadn, amdppupn twv «evotponwyv NBwWv Kat €0ipwv», avaBamtion oTig
«WpPALeG EAANVIKEG TTAPASOOELSY, EMLOTPODN OTLG AAIKEG PLIEC KAL KELG TOC ALWVIOUG TINYAG»
™¢ apxaiag kat tng Bulavtvng mapadoon. IUUMEPACUATIKA, To L&goAdynua tou [
EAANViKoU MoALTIoHoU ATav pia popdn EVOG EKTTOALTLOTIKOU €BVIKLOMOU HLOG Kal oTa TAaiold
Tou KaAAlepynOnke n avtiAndn mwg o EAANVIKOG AadG ATAV O «EKAEKTOG», OUITOOTOAN TOU
omolou NTav va eKMOALTIOEL TOV UTIOAOUTO KOGO.

Ita mAaiola autd, o MeTagdg mMapOTPUVE TOUG aVOPWITOUG TWV YPUUUATWY KoLl TwV
TEXVWV VO OKETITOVTAL KAl va SnULOUPYoUV €AANVIKA, UOKPLA amod EEVEC ETUPPOEC, va
gwkovilouv v eAAnvikn wn kat tnv EAAGSa, Kal Pe Tov TPOTO autd va cupBaiAouv otn
Snuoupyla evog véou, Tpitou Kata oelpdv EAANVIKOU TTOALTIOMOU. EXEL EMOUEVWC EEOILPETIKO
evllapEpoV va HEAETAOOUUE TO Ti eMibpaon AoKNOE TEAKA N GUYKEKPLUEVN TIPOBANUATIKA
KOl PNTOPLKI Tou MEeTad o€ cUYKALPLVOUG TOU AOYOTEXVEC KOl KAAALTEXVEG.

EldikoTEpQ, N €peuva Ba e€eTAOEL KATA TOOOV AOYOTEXVEG UE PIAEAEVBEPEC 1 Kall
0PLOTEPEG LOEEC KPATNOAV OTA KELPEVA TOUG, TNG eEpLOSou 1936-41, mabntikn ko oxL pavepad
KATaSIKAOTLKA OTAoN amévavtl ot Siktatopia kot oto deoAdynua tou «Tpitou EAANVIKOU
MoAwtlopoU». Emiong, 6a €0TIAOOUMPE OTNV TIOALTIOTIKN TOALTIKA. @a epeuvnBolv ol
napeUBaocelg Tou KaBeotwTtog otnv KAAALTEXVLIKN dnutoupyia (Aoyotexvia, pouatkr, BEatpo,
Klvnuatoypado K.Am.) kat el6ikotepa Ba avadeifoupe tnv KOUPLKN onpacia mou anedlde n
4n Auyolotou otn Aaikn TéXvn Kol otov Adikd moAwtiopo. TéAog, Ba epsuvnBolv ot
16e0AOYIKEG XPNOELG TOU TTapeABOVTOC amod To PeTalIkO KabBeoTwg Kal Wolaitepa o poAog mou

Stadpoapdtios n EAANVLKA apXaLlOTNTo 0TA TTOALTLOTIKA/PIAOAOYLKA £VTUTIO TNG TIEPLOSOU.
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ABSTRACT

"Cultural policy and literature in the dictatorship of loannis Metaxas (1936-1941)".

The Greek Interwar (1923-1940) may well be described as one of the most important periods
in Modern Greek history and literature. Moreover, it is very interesting to examine the role
played by the controversial Metaxas Regime (1936-1941). In this unstable and therefore
critical period, it is crucial to study the development of ideological, sociopolitical, aesthetic
and literary trends and currents, as well as the Metaxas’s attempt to impose censorship on
Greek intellectual life.

The 4th of August Regime was an authoritarian, anti-parliamentary and undemocratic
regime, which was inspired by a fascist ideology and ultimately governed in spite of any legal
regulation. Despite the fact that there were some features of fascist regimes (nationalism,
anti-Marxism, authoritarianism, police-state, leadership, statism, connection with the
glorious historical past), the Metaxas Regime did not rely on an established political party and
failed to become totalitarian, due to the King's balancing role. Lastly, it could be argued that
the 4™ of August Regime was the result of the internal political coincidences in conjunction
with the King’s policies and not the outcome of a massive fascist movement.

The 4th of August Regime imposed censorship in order to achieve a dynamic control
of Greek intellectual life. In this regard, it attempted to put some boundaries to the
intellectual and artistic creation. The main objective of Metaxas's cultural policy was the
creation of the so-called “Third Hellenic Civilization”. This civilization, which the regime

promised, was profoundly introverted: it was the rejection of the foreign customs and



traditions, the throwback to the "beautiful Greek traditions", the return to the folk roots and
"to the eternal sources" of the ancient- Greek and Byzantine tradition. It can be deduced that
the 3rd Hellenic Civilization was a form of a cultural nationalism, providing hosting to the
notion that the Greek people were the "chosen one" bearing the duty to civilize the rest of
the world.

In this context, Metaxas urged the representatives of the Greek intellectual and
artistic life to think and create Greek, away from foreign influences, to portray Greek life and
Greece, thereby contributing to the creation of a new, third in order Greek civilization. Thus,
it is of great interest to study which aspects of Metaxas's rhetoric and ideas had an impact on
his contemporary writers and artists.

It is also of great value to answer the question of why so many writers with liberal or
leftist ideas kept in their writings, between 1936-1941, passive rather than condemnatory
attitude towards Metaxas dictatorship and the ideology of the “Third Hellenic Civilization”.
The regime’s cultural policy will also be examined. The interferences of the regime in the
artistic creation (literature, music, theater, cinema, etc.) will be studied and considerable
effort will be devoted on shedding light on the crucial importance of folk art and folk culture
in the cultural policy. Lastly, pertinent studies on the ideological uses of the historical past by
the Metaxas' regime will be conducted. In this setting, the role of the Greek antiquity in the
cultural / literary works of the period will be investigated, whereas relevant concluding

remarks will be provided.



