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"The formation of the byzantine emperor’s literary image in the historiographical 

sources of the 12th c. Comparative narratological study of the emperor’s image" 

 

The 12th c. bequeathed to us many texts of the byzantine literature with indisputable 

literary virtues. A significant number of them belongs to the literary genre of 

Historiography. More specifically, George Kedrenos’s Synopsis of Histories, 

Nikephoros Bryennios’s Material for History, Anna Komnene’s Alexiad, John 

Kinnamos’s History, John Zonaras’s Epitome of Histories, Constantine Manasses’s 

Chronological Synopsis, Michael Glykas’s Chronicle, Eustathios’s of Thessaloniki On 

the Capture of Thessaloniki and Niketas Choniates’s Chronological Narrative belong 

in the 12th c. 

These historical types of narration of the 12th c. will be the subject of study of my 

doctoral dissertation. In these works, the "active characters-byzantine emperors" are, 

certainly, strongly projected. Research throughout the relevant bibliography shows that 

to date no systematic, synthetic, and comparative study, that focuses on the way in 

which the literary image of the "active characters-emperors" is created by each 

narrator, has been elaborated. My doctoral dissertation aims to fill this gap and, in this 

direction, the modern theory of narration regarding the persons of narration will, 

mainly, be used. In more detail, byzantine emperors will be the subject of the study not 

as historical figures but as active characters [acteurs] in the context of a historical type 

of narration. The main material to be studied will be, on the one hand, the features 

attributed to the "active characters-emperors", and, on the other hand, the way in which 

these features are attributed to the "active characters-emperors". The aim of the 

doctoral dissertation is to decode the methodology of sketching the "active characters-

emperors" in each of the aforementioned historical types of narration and to examine 

the degree to which the narrators converge or diverge in terms of the depiction of each 

"active character-emperor". 

 

 



INDICATIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Bourbouhakis E. C.-Nilsson Ingela, "Byzantine Narrative: the Form of Storytelling in 

Byzantium", in: James Liz (ed.), A Companion to Byzantium, [Blackwell Companions 

to the Ancient World], London 2010, pp. 263-274. 

Burke J. et alii (eds.), Byzantine Narrative. Papers in Honour of Roger Scott, 

[Byzantina Australiensia, 16], Leiden-Boston 2006. 

Genette G., Σχήματα ΙΙΙ. Ο λόγος της αφήγησης: Δοκίμιο μεθοδολογίας και άλλα κείμενα 

(trans. Λυκούδης Μπ.), Αθήνα2 2017. 

Kazhdan A. P.-Franklin S., Studies on Byzantine Literature of the Eleventh and Twelfth 

Centuries, Cambridge 1984. 

Kazhdan A. P.-Wharton-Epstein Ann, Change in Byzantine Culture in the Eleventh and 

Twelfth Centuries, [The Transformation of the Classical Heritage, 7], Berkeley-Los 

Angeles-London 1985. 

Lintvelt J., «Οι βαθμίδες του λογοτεχνικού αφηγηματικού κειμένου» (trans. 

Καστρινάκη Αγγέλα), in: Καλλιπολίτης Β. (ed.), Θεωρία της Αφήγησης, Αθήνα 1991, 

pp. 97-104. 

Ljubarskij J. N., "New Trends in the Study of Byzantine Historiography", Dumbarton 

Oaks Papers 47 (1993), pp. 131-138. 

Idem, "Quellenforschung and/or Literary Criticism: Narrative Structures in Byzantine 

Historical Writings", Symbolae Osloenses 73 (1998), pp. 5-73. 

Macrides Ruth (ed.), History as Literature in Byzantium: Papers from the Fortieth 

Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies, University of Birmingham, April 2007, 

[Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies, 15], Farnham 2010. 

Mango C., Byzantine Literature as a Distorting Mirror: An Inaugural Lecture 

Delivered before the University of Oxford on 21 May 1974, Oxford 1975. 

Messis Ch.-Mullett Margaret-Nilsson Ingela (eds.), Storytelling in Byzantium. 

Narratological approaches to Byzantine texts and images, [Acta Universitatis 

Upsaliensis. Studia Byzantina Upsaliensia, 19], Uppsala 2018. 



Nesbitt J. W. (ed.), Byzantine Authors. Literary Activities and Preoccupations, [The 

Medieval Mediterranean, 49], Leiden-Boston 2003. 

Nilsson Ingela-Scott R., "Towards a New History of Byzantine Literature: The Case of 

Historiography", Classica et Mediaevalia 58 (2007), pp. 319-332. 

Odorico P.-Agapitos P. A. (eds.),Pour une «Nouvelle» Histoire de la Littérature 

Byzantine. Actes du colloque international philologique Nicosie-Chypre 25-28 mai 

2000, [Dossiers Byzantins, 1], Paris 2002. 

Odorico P.-Agapitos P. A.-Hinterberger M. (eds.), Lʹécriture de la mémoire. La 

littérarité de lʹhistoriographie. Actes du IIIe colloque international philologique 

«ΕΡΜΗΝΕΙΑ» Nicosie, 6-7-8 mai 2004 organisé par lʹE.H.E.S.S. et lʹUniversité de 

Chypre, [Dossiers Byzantins, 6], Paris 2006. 

Pizzone Aglae (ed.), The Author in Middle Byzantine Literature. Modes, Functions, and 

Identities, [Byzantinisches Archiv, 28], Berlin-Boston 2014. 

Ricoeur P., Η αφηγηματική λειτουργία (trans. Αθανασόπουλος Β.), Αθήνα 1990. 

Stanzel F., Θεωρία της αφήγησης (trans. Χρυσομάλλη-Henrich Κυριακή), 

Θεσσαλονίκη 1999. 

Tinnefeld F. H., Kategorien der Kaiserkritik in der byzantinischen Historiographie von 

Prokop bis Niketas Choniates, München 1971. 

 


