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SUPPLICATION AND THE LAW IN ATTIC TRAGEDY

EDWARD HARRIS

ABSTRACT

Supplication was a religious practice in Classical Athens, which was made into a legal institution
and used in the Assembly. The procedure involved four steps: 1) the approach of the suppliant to
the person or community he or she wishes to supplicate, 2) the suppliant makes a gesture to indicate
he or she is making a solemn request, 3) a speech giving the reasons for the request, and 4) a
decision by the person supplicated to grant or reject the request. The practice of supplication was
inherently dramatic and was used by Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides to structure their plays
and create suspense. The Suppliants of Aeschylus and the Oedipus at Colonus of Sophocles will be

examined in detail.



