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This paper is dedicated to a well-known poem: Catullus's adaptation of
Sappho's fr. 31, @aivetai pot. It argues that the psychosomatic symptoms
Sappho describes are the effect, not of jealousy or of erotic passion in
general, but of the aural and visual contact with the beloved: xfjvog
®vnp, is "similar to gods" (a Homeric formula!) because he can endure
the close presence of a person whose sweet voice has a destructive effect
on Sappho. But while Sappho describes a typical situation within a
performative context, Catullus refers to a particular encounter with
"Lesbia" as an instance of "love at first sight" (simul te aspexi). Although
Catullus seems to have been well aware that Sappho describes a
returning situation (dvnp, o6t any man; ®® as an iterative
subjunctive), his rendering of the situation is more pronouncedly
narrative and finds close parallels in Achilles Tatius and in some other

Greek novels of the imperial era.



